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Signs of hope abound with bright little clusters of snowdrops appearing in the 

hedgerows - and a slightly more optimistic tone from Ministers and scientists about 

the national lockdown coming to an end.   

Lots of bits and pieces this month – several requests for information and help 

including a petition to sign about the proposed closure of Shute Barton to the public 

by the National Trust.  An interesting article on the history of the Ceramtec site – 

thank you to Alison Stenning - and some links to items you may have missed.   

Sarah Charman Editor 

1. History Society News  

i) The History Society Management Committee would like to draw your attention to the 

following: 

a. New Constitution – the Constitution has now been submitted to the Charity 

Commission. 
 

b. Town Guided Walks:  - can you help?  Does anyone know anything about the 
weather vane on the Town Hall?  Is it symbolic?  Does it mean anything to you? 
Jane Dauncey is looking for information about the design of the weather vane which 
she and the other guides can tell to visitors on guided walks around town.   
I have checked the Feoffees records but have only been able to confirm that several 
designs were commissioned by the Feoffees in the spring of 1927 when the Hall was 
being built and these were sent to the architect Mr Archibald Lucas of Exeter for him 



 

to advise on which would be the most suitable for the building.    If anyone does have 
any further information please could you let me know.  
 

 
 

c. Heritage Centre Stocktake - PLEASE CHECK YOUR BOOKSHELVES! 

 

 
 
Did you borrow any records, documents, books or files from the Heritage Centre 
before the first lock down and have been unable to return them because it was 
closed?   Please could you check your book shelves in case you have forgotten they 
are there and let me know.   We hope to be able to set up new displays and exhibits 
once we are allowed to re-open, so we will need all our collections. 
 



 

d. Volunteering in the Heritage Centre  
 
Thank you to those of you who contacted me last month after I asked for volunteers 
who are happy to join in the rota in the Heritage Centre once we are able to open up 
again.   If there is anyone else who would like to do so please let me know.  Do think 
about it: even if you haven’t volunteered in the Heritage Centre before you might just 
fancy the opportunity of getting out and talking with visitors in an appropriately 
socially distanced environment after being cooped up for so long.  We are happy to 
provide some introductory training.   

 

2. Other News 
 
Shute Barton among proposed National Trust closures  
 
Three local properties: Shute Barton, Loughwood’s Meeting House and A La 
Ronde are among four sites in Devon which the National Trust is considering 
closing to the general public as part of a cost cutting exercise.   The proposed 
closures have sparked widespread criticism and concern.  Shute Barton which 
has hitherto been opened to the public four weekends a year would become 
solely available as a property for holiday rental.    
Historian Dr Bijan Omrani, who is the acting Chairman of Shute Parochial 
Church Council, says the closure of Shute Barton, which is one of the 
country’s most historic non-fortified manor houses and has one of the largest 
fireplaces in England, also threatens the future of Shute Church.  Local 
volunteers regularly sell refreshments to visitors to the Barton, raising 
thousands of pounds for the upkeep of the Church.  This revenue stream will 
no longer be available to the local community, potentially putting the Church in 
jeopardy.   

 



 

 

Do you feel strongly about the potential loss of this historic amenity to the 
local community? Then you can help by signing the petition which has been 
set up calling on the National Trust to think again and keep this historic site 
open to the public – use link below https://www.change.org/p/national-trust-
keep-shute-barton-national-trust-open-to-the-public 

See also:  https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9290187/National-Trust-
rents-medieval-manor-owned-great-grandmother-Lady-Jane-Grey.html 

https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/national-trust-considers-closing-
four-5016266 

3. Local History 
 
Ceramtec Site  - with thanks to Alison Stenning 
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Now that all the CeramTec buildings have gone from Sidmouth Road and the 

diggers have returned from whence they came, you may be left wondering, 

especially those who are relatively new to Colyton, how on earth a German-run 

factory which exported its specialised products around the world came to be built in a 

small and picturesque rural Devon town. The answer may surprise you: they really 

liked it here.   

How many of us on our travels have arrived at a little known or remote beauty spot 

only to find a German had got there first? Quite a lot I should imagine as it’s 

definitely a renowned national characteristic of theirs to seek out beautiful places. 

And so it was that Mr Paul Graef, managing director of two Rosenthal factories in 

Germany, came on holiday with his English wife to Lyme Regis in 1964/5 and liked 

the area so much bought a cottage in Dalwood.  

On passing through Colyton one day, they noticed the empty Co-op bakery on 

Sidmouth Road and, aware of the need for light industry in the area and the 

existence of a potentially large local workforce, bought the premises for the 

Rosenthal Group who at that time were looking to break into the international, 

English-speaking market.  

Building started in May 1965 and the official opening ceremony of the first Rosenthal 

factory in England took place here in Colyton in January 1966 with the traditional 

tapping of a barrel of Bavarian beer to go with the platters of Nuremberg sausages 

flown in for the occasion, by the wife of company chairman, Mr Philip Rosenthal, who 

was also present.   

 



 

 

Using similar processes to the Rosenthal ceramic factories which produced fine 

porcelain dinnerware, Rosenthal Technik, or ‘The German Factory’ as it came to be 

known locally, started a specialised electronics business and by 1970 produced 75% 

of all UK ceramic resistor cores used in televisions, radios, computers and all other 

electronic devices, plus 70% of the UK’s ceramic fuse tubes. With 25% of output 

exported at that time to Canada, Australia, the U.S.A., New Zealand, Hong Kong, 

South Africa, Singapore and France, the factory turned out 45 million resistor cores 

and fuse tube parts per month, though I suspect most of us who didn’t know that 

associate it primarily with making the ceramic casings of our domestic appliance 

fuses which were produced as long tubes, referred to as ‘Spaghetti,’ before being cut 

to size. Every time I change a 13 amp fuse I think of CeramTec.  The company had 

brought innovative ideas to the UK.  

Managing director Mr Robert Raeithal, who replaced Paul Graef in 1969 and was 

largely responsible for the successful establishment of the factory, put it this way: 

“There is no gap between top management and the shop floor. It is a question of 

team-work and we are all colleagues, not superior or inferior. This is how things are 

done here.” There was no mass recruitment of workers, but a few people were hired 

at a time on personal recommendations. Everyone was made to feel part of an 

energetic team where they could work towards promotion within the factory. The idea 

was that there should be trust and confidence between management and workers 

rather than the more established ‘them’ and ‘us’ workplace relationship so prevalent 

in the UK at the time. The jobs were repetitious but the working conditions were 

excellent.  

A factory council was elected to resolve any issues arising and the workers had a 

profit-sharing scheme as well as being able to buy Rosenthal shares at half price. 

There were dinner dances, trips for some to Germany, summer outings, Oktoberfest 

celebrations and Christmas parties. The company also participated enthusiastically 

in town events and built some wonderful carnival floats, including a fully working 



 

steam engine in the early years. Workers were given individual birthday cards each 

year and neighbouring residents were presented with daffodils in the spring and 

bottles of fine German wine along with Christmas cards.  

Expansion was steady and several more assembly halls were built in 1974 totalling 7 

000 square metres. The workforce grew exponentially, starting with 30 employees in 

1965, mostly women operators plus 6 men for the heavier work, and swelled to 150 

employees by 1982, bucking the trend of most British factories during that era. 

Everyone was happy they could work so close to home and the production rate grew 

by 30% a year until 1979. By 1981, all fuses and resistors for the UK were produced 

by ‘The German Factory’ plus 90% of electrode insulators used for domestic gas 

igniters, resistor housings, heater elements and automatic firing systems.  

 

Rosenthal Technik changed its name a few times before its merger with the 

European chemical giant Hoechst in 1985 when it became Hoechst CeramTec, the 

largest producer of high-precision technical ceramics in Europe. Substrates for the 

technology sector began with the introduction of a laser facility four years later in 

1989 and the final product range when the factory closed in 2015, by which time it 

had become CeramTec Uk Ltd, was both extensive and impressive. And then this 

hive of industry and generous employer was gone, seemingly as suddenly as it had 

arrived, to make way for 72 new houses and 6 light industrial units.  

Only the fir tree still growing in front of where the office block once stood and the old 

Co-op bakery remain as physical reminders of The German Factory’s 50 year 

contribution to the social history and development of Colyton. Both Colyton Parish 

History Society, who kindly loaned the memorabilia presented to them by CeramTec 

when they left for the purpose of this article, and Colyton Parish Council intend to 

commemorate that significant contribution in some way in the future, but until then 

we must bid our fond farewells and say, “Auf Wiedersehen, old friend.” 

 



 

4. Other organisations’ events 
 

a. Devon History Society – Devon in the 1920s Project 
 

Launch of the Project 
 

Last year’s launch had to be postponed as a result of the national lockdown. 
We are keen not to defer the launch indefinitely, so we have recast the 
programme and are pleased to announce that the launch will now take place 
as a Zoom event on Saturday 24 April between 10.00 and 12.30.   Our Guest 
Speaker is Dr Stefan Goebbel on The Legacy of the First World War. Other 
speakers are Professor Henry French on The Fall of the House of Palk; 
Penny Lawrence on A New Dawn: changes to life in a rural parish; and Peter 
Mason on Wagonettes and Charabancs: Tourism on Dartmoor in the 1920s. 
 
Following the presentations there will be a chance for those interested in 
researching the 1920s to discuss the research programme. Members and 
non-members of Devon History Society are all welcome to book for this free 
event. See the Devon History Society website at Devon in the 1920s: Formal 

launch -Devon History Society for booking details.  
 
Bursaries for Research Available  

 
A number of bursaries to fund a number of three-month subscriptions to the 
British Newspaper on-line archive are now available to support research into 
topics relevant to the Devon in the 1920s project. If you have a research topic 
which you’d like to research using local newspapers, send a proposal (no 
longer than 1000 words) to Julia Neville, Devon in the 1920s Project Manager, 
at j.f.neville@btinternet.com by 7 March 2021. You’ll need to describe the 
area and aim of the proposed research and how the use of the British 
Newspaper Archive could help your researches. You will be expected to write 
a report on your research at the end of the subscription. 
 

b. Widecombe History Group 

We have just released a series of short talks, entitled ‘Poor on the Moor’, on aspects 
of poor relief and other support in Widecombe, based on our parish documents and 
using examples taken from the book ‘Welfare in Widecombe 1700-1900’ and the 
associated digitisation project. 

These talks can be accessed from here: https://www.widecombe-in-the-
moor.com/pooronthemoor/ They can either be watched in sequence (!), using the 
playlist, or an individual talk can be selected from the list provided. 

As an informal project, we would be especially interested in hearing from other 
parishes in Devon (and beyond) about how their own provision for the poor 
compared with the situation in Widecombe. It would be nice to publish some 
comparisons on the website. 

mailto:j.f.neville@btinternet.com
https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/pooronthemoor/
https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/pooronthemoor/


 

5. Things you may have missed  
 

a. New Discoveries at Stonehenge.  If you missed the recent BBC documentary 

about Stonehenge do try and catch it.  I found it fascinating  

        
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000s5xm/stonehenge-the-lost-

circle-revealed 

 

b. Spanish Armada Maps saved for the Nation 

Hand-drawn, Elizabethan-era maps depicting the Spanish Armada have 

been saved for the nation after £600,000 was raised to buy them. 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/uk-england-hampshire-55812565 

 

c. Lost coastal village 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000s5xm/stonehenge-the-lost-circle-revealed
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https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/lost-coastal-village-labrador-

time-4971759 

 

d. Taking photos – recording change 

 

Do you know what the ‘Coastline Paradox’ is?  No – then read on  

 

 
 

https://lyme-online.co.uk/blogs/the-amazing-fractal-patterns-of-nature/ 
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